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 The pupil premium is additional funding for publicly funded schools in England to raise the attainment 
of disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and their peers.  
There are three categories of children that qualify for pupil premium:  
 

 Children who are eligible for Free School Meals (FSM)  

 Looked After Children  

 Service Children  
 
It is for schools to decide how the pupil premium is spent, since they are best placed to assess what 
additional provision should be made for the individual pupils for whom they are responsible.  
All staff and governors at St Thomas’ are committed to ensuring our disadvantaged pupils recognise 
and achieve their fullest potential. The targeted and strategic use of pupil premium will support us in 
achieving our vision.  
 
Aims  
 
The aim of our pupil premium funding strategy is to accelerate progress for disadvantaged pupils, 
moving them to at least age related expectations. Pupil premium funding will also be used to ensure 
higher attaining disadvantaged pupils achieve their full potential.  
 
Principles  

 We seek to ensure that teaching and learning opportunities meet the needs of all pupils;  

 We seek to ensure that appropriate provision is made for pupils who belong to vulnerable 
groups, which includes ensuring that the needs of socially disadvantaged pupils are adequately 
assessed and addressed;  

 In making provision for socially disadvantaged pupils, we recognise that not all pupils who 
receive free school meals will be socially disadvantaged;  

 We also recognise that not all pupils who are socially disadvantaged are registered or qualify 
for free school meals. We will ensure all pupils with additional needs receive the highest quality 
of personalised provision, which helps them to thrive regardless of their status as 
disadvantaged or non-disadvantaged;  

 Pupil premium funding will be allocated following a needs analysis which will identify priority 
classes, groups or individuals. Resource limitations mean that not all children qualifying for 
pupil premium funding will be in receipt of an intervention at all times;  

 Tools such as the Education and Endowment Foundation’s ‘Teaching and Learning Toolkit’ will 
be used to ascertain effective strategies for the spending of pupil premium funding. 

 
Provision  
 
The range of provision the staff and governors consider making for this group include:  

 providing 1-1 and small group work with an experienced member of teaching staff focused on 
overcoming gaps in learning;  

 additional teaching and learning opportunities and pastoral care provided through well-trained 
teaching assistants, key workers, members of the pastoral team and external agencies;  

 resources, including digital technology to support learning;  

 opportunities to enrich the curriculum by providing a range of experiences;  

 the majority of our work through the pupil premium will be aimed at accelerating progress, 
moving children to at least age related expectations. Initially this will be in communication, 
English and mathematics;  

 pupil premium resources may also be used to target higher attaining disadvantaged children;  

 provision will not be aimed at children with Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans, as 
funding for these children is already in place.  

 
Reporting  
 
It will be the responsibility of the Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher to produce termly reports 
for the Governors on:  

 the progress made towards narrowing the gap by year group for socially disadvantaged pupils;  



 an outline of the provision that was made since the last meeting;  

 an evaluation of the cost effectiveness in terms of progress made by the pupils receiving a 
particular provision, when compared with other forms of support.  

 The Governors of the school will ensure that there is an annual statement to parents on how 
the pupil premium funding has been used to address the issue of narrowing the gap for socially 
disadvantaged pupils. This task will be carried out within the requirements published by the 
DFE.  

 
 
 
 
 


