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Addition and subtraction 
HERE’S THE MATHS 

In order to be able to add and subtract numbers confidently, your child needs to 

understand addition as counting on and subtraction as taking away. It is important that 

they practise these concepts using numbers up to 5 and record addition and subtraction 

facts using the symbols +, − and =. For example: 1 + 3 = 4.  
 

Start with 1 object and 3 objects. Count on from 1 by adding on 3 (one at a time): ‘two, 

three, four’.  
5 − 2 = 3.  
 

Start with 5 objects and take 2 away, leaving 3 objects to be counted. 

ACTIVITY 

What to do 

 For addition practice, give your child one group  

of objects (between 0 and 5) and ask how many 

objects there would need to be in a second group 

to make a total (choose a number between  

1 and 5). 

 For subtraction practice, give your child one group 

of objects and ask how many objects they need to 

take away to leave a given number. 

 For both activities, ask your child to write the number fact using numbers  

and symbols. They score 1 point for using the objects correctly and a bonus point  

for writing the number fact correctly. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK 
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MATHS TOPICS 

These are the maths topics your child will be working on during the next few weeks: 

 Place Value 

 Addition and subtraction  

 

 

We would really appreciate your help in supporting them to further progress and 

have enclosed some possible fun activities you could do with them. 

 

 

 

TIPS FOR GOOD HOMEWORK HABITS 

Turn off the TV and computer. Choose a quiet place, preferably sitting at a table, 

where your child can work comfortably without disturbance. Try to make it as fun 

and enjoyable as possible.  

 

 

 

 

We really appreciate your support and know that any help you give will greatly 

benefit your child and improve their mathematical understanding. 

 

You will need: 

 pencil and paper  

 5 or more small, 

everyday objects (e.g. 

building bricks, toy cars) 

How many are left? 

How did you know 

how many objects to 

add/take away? 
What is the total? 

How can you make the 

number 5 using two groups 

of objects? How many ways 

can you find? How can you write that 

number fact using 

numbers and symbols? 
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Number and place value 
HERE’S THE MATHS 

It is very important for your child to become as confident as possible with numbers to 

100. This includes: 

 counting forwards and backwards 

 reading and writing (numerals such as 0, 1, 2 and written words) 

 knowing one more and one less 

 ordering (first, second, third, etc.). 

ACTIVITY 

What to do 

 Write the numbers 1 to 20, in order, across a piece of 

paper. 

 Ask your child to secretly choose one of the numbers. 

Then ask your child some questions (the answer to 

which must be yes or no) to work out the secret 

number. For example: 

Is it less/more than 10? 

Is it between 10 and 20? 

Does it have a 4 in it? 

 When the number has been guessed correctly, swap roles. 

Variations 

 For an easier game, use numbers up to 10. 

 For a harder game, use a 5-question limit and/or write the numbers 1 to 20 muddled 

up on the piece of paper. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number and place value 
HERE’S THE MATHS 

< means ‘less than’ > means ‘greater than’ = means ‘equals’ or ‘is equal to’ 
 

The wider part of < and > belongs next to the larger number and the narrow point 

belongs next to the smaller number, e.g. 26 < 42 (26 is less than 42) and 42 > 26 (42 is 

greater than 26). 

ACTIVITY 

                                                Tens digit               Ones digit 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do 

 Use the paper clip and pencil as shown in the picture above to create a spinner. 

 Take turns to create a 2-digit number by first spinning on the tens digit circle and then 

the ones digit circle. Say the number and write it on a piece of paper. Draw a box to 

the right of it. Repeat to make a second 2-digit number, say it and write it to the right 

of the box, e.g. 36  47. 

 Write the correct less than or greater than sign (< or >) in the box in between the two 

numbers. 

 Score a point for every correct comparison. The winner is the player with the most 

points after a chosen number of turns or a set amount of time. 

Variation  

 Look for 2-digit numbers up to 50 in everyday life and compare them. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK 

 

  
 

 

 

How many tens/ones 

are there in that  

2-digit number? 

If the two numbers have the 

same number of tens, how do 

you know which number is 

less/greater than the other? 

How do you know which 

sign to use in between 

the two numbers? 

You will need: 

 pencil 

 paper clip 

 paper 

  

What number is one 

less/more than your 

number? 

How did you decide 

what question to  

ask next? 

How is that number written? 

Put your objects in a 

line. Which object is in 

the first/second/third 

etc. position? Show me that 

number of objects. 

What is the total? How can you make the 

number 5 using two groups 

of objects? How many ways 

can you find? 

How can you write that 

number fact using 

numbers and symbols? 

You will need: 

 pencil and paper  

 20 small, everyday 

objects (e.g. building 

bricks, toy cars) 


